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● Pan-European coalition of local and 
regional governments (and their 
national, European and global 
associations) engaged in international 
cooperation

● Hub of expertise on international 
action of local and regional 
governments

● Follows and influences EU policy-
making in the international sustainable 
development and neighbourhood (East 
and South) policies and programs

● Hosted by the Council of European 
Municipalities and Regions (CEMR)
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1. Policy and advocacy

2. Awareness-raising

3. Capacity-building
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The Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR) is the largest association of
local and regional governments in Europe.

CEMR promotes the construction of a united, peaceful and democratic Europe founded upon
local self-government and respect for the principle of subsidiarity.

CEMR by the numbers

• Founded in 1951

• 41 countries

• 62 associations

• 130,000 municipalities, cities 

and regions

What it does

• Shaping policy in Europe and 

beyond 

• Providing a forum for exchange

www.cemr.eu

@ccrecemr

http://www.cemr.eu/


Global Taskforce of Local and Regional Governments

www.global-taskforce.org

1. coordination and consultation mechanism, that brings together the
2. major international networks of local governments to undertake
3. joint advocacy work relating to
4. global policy processes

http://www.global-taskforce.org/


Goals, and ways to reach them
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Capacity-building

platforma-dev.eu

Every organisation is capable of building its own capacity
• Clarity about the mission and its ownership among actors
• Recognition of internal potential for self-improvement
• Understanding that capacity-building will help achieving the mission

The organisation as a whole must be ready for capacity-building
• Openness to change and willingness to question the status quo
• Leadership prepared to commit resources and time

Capacity-building is a continuous process
• questioning — improvement — monitoring — feedback — evaluation
• openness — co-creation — partnership — ownership — transparency
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Capacity-building as a process of change
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Capacity-building
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Tools and resources
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The LGA Toolkit: For stronger and effective 
local government associations
(IULA 2001)

Toolkit: Towards a modern local 
government association
(CoE-UNDP 2005-2011)

Local government association capacity 
building
(AFLRA 2010)

Local government associations in fragile 
states
(VNGi 2015)
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Sources of income. A glance at the budget 
of national associations 
(CEMR 2013)

Legal status of national associations
(CEMR 2016)

Consultation procedures within European 
states
(CEMR 2007)
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A mechanism to support

• short-term

• demand-driven

• colleague-to-colleague

• knowledge exchanges

2017

• Cambodia-Iceland

• Colombia-Spain

• Ghana-Netherlands

2018

• Burkina Faso, Uganda, Sri Lanka, 
Moldova

platforma-dev.eu/connect


Boris Tonhauser
boris.tonhauser@ccre-cemr.org

@BorisTonhauser
@platforma4dev

www.platforma-dev.eu

mailto:boris.tonhauser@ccre-cemr.org
http://www.platforma-dev.eu/

