
  

  

  

  

  

  

 CLIMATE PROTECTION 
THROUGH WASTE REDUCTION 
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Local public utilities 
supply 121 litres of 
drinking water per 

citizen daily 

Local public utilities 
produce 70 billions 

kilowatt hours of 
electricity yearly   

Local public utilities  
dispose 31.500 tons of 

waste daily 

Water/ 
sewage 

Waste 
management 

and city cleaning 

Energy 

VKU‘s members: Partners for Infrastructure 
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VKU represents 1.458 member companies with 262.239 employees altogether.  

VKU‘s members in numbers: Employees 
 

Core Business Employees % 

Electricity                             62.406    23,8 

Gas                             25.695    9,8 

District Heating                               9.426   3,5 

Water supply                             29.182    11,1 

Sewage                             26.010    9,9 

Waste Management                             71.944    27,4 

Broadband                               2.416    0,9 

Trafic                                12.193   4,6 

Others                              13.481    5,1 

Trainees                               9.486    3,6 
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The total turnover of the VKU´s  members in 2015 did amount to € 115.083 million: 

VKU‘s members in numbers: Turnover 

Core Business in Mio. € % 

Electricity 52.258 45,4 

Gas 26.099 22,7 

District Heating 4.430 3,8 

Water supply 6.217 5,4 

Sewage 6.447 5,6 

Waste Management 9.318 8,1 

Broadband 1.159 1,0 

Traffic  1.575 1,4 

Others  7.580 6,6 
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Provide services of 
general interest 

within framework 
of local self-

government (article 
28 German Basic 

Law). 

Majority of 
ownership shares 
(at least 51%) lies 
within the hand of 

one or several 
municiapalities. 

Serve the interests 
of citizens - citizen 

value instead of 
shareholder value. 

Operate in an 
ecologically and 

socially 
responsible 

manner. 

VKU‘s members:  
Key characteristics of Municipal Companies 
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VKU: Political Dialogue and Centre of Expertise 

− VKU is actively engaged in shaping opinions and policies in all spheres concerning its 
members. It cultivates an ongoing dialogue with the political decision makers and the 
representatives of government authorities and ministries as well as EU institutions.  

 
− VKU organizes an internal exchange of ideas and experience amongst its members. 

 
− By participating in VKU committees the member companies can play an active role in the 

shaping of policies.  
 
− At EU level VKU is member of the European Centre of Enterprises with Public Participation 

and of Enterprises of General Economic Interest (CEEP)  as well as of the European 
Federation of Local Energy Companies (CEDEC ) and of Municipal Waste Europe (MWE). 
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30 Countries – 13.400 actions  
Next edition: 17.-25. November 2018 

© lasse designen – stock.adobe.com 
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Prevention 

Preparing for 
Re-Use 

Recycling 

Other 
Recovery 

Disposal 

The EU Waste Hierarchy since 2009 

Stages Includes 
Using less (hazardous) material in design and 
manufactor; Keeping products for longer; re-
use 
 
Checking, Cleaning, Reparing, Re-furbishing, 
whole items or parts of it. 
 
Turning waste into a new product or 
substance including composting if it meets 
quality protocols. 
 
Anaerobic digestion; incineration with 
energy recovery; gasification and pyrolysis 
which produce energy and materials from 
waste 
 
Landfill and incineration without energy 
recovery 
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Raise 
Awarewness 

Present local 
projects 

Start new 
initiatives 

Create 
networks 

Initiate political 
reforms 

Inform  

European Week for Waste Reduction - Goals 
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2.800.000.000 disposable cups /year 

Germany: 
320.000 disposable cups /hour 

Non-recyclable waste 

Valuable natural resources 
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Pay  
deposit 

Café  

Café  

Consume  
Get 

deposit 
back 

 

Café  

Clean 
cups 

 



  

  

  

  

  

  

16 



  

  

  

  

  

  

17 
© VKU 
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Education; 
communication to 

citizens; initiate 
projects 

 
Initiate structural change 
within the municipality 

Raise awareness,  
highlight projects, 
start new projects, 
show media good 

initiatives  
EWWR 

Waste 
Reduction 
Concepts 

Waste  
Consultant 

Municipal Waste Reduction 



  

  

  

  

Miriam Danne  

Policy Officer 

Coordinator European Week for Waste Reduction &  

Lets Clean Up Europe 

 

Association of Local Utilities (VKU) 

Invalidenstraße 91 

10115 Berlin 

Fon +49 30 58580–169 

Fax + 49 30 58580–100 

 

www.vku.de 

danne@vku.de  

  

Thank you for your attention! 

mailto:danne@vku.de
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